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supper of the crew, and the cook without know-
ing the purpose to which the spoon had been
applied, used it to stir the mess while the defiling
gravy of the fowl still remained upon it. The
boy who had witnessed this, was sufficiently
shocked to express his scruples, but was silenced
by the entreaties, and at last the threats of the
man; so that the whole crew had been thus
made to commit a crying sin, in eating a disli
of boiled corn stirred with a greasy ladle, during
one of the most solemn fasts of their church.
This was considered even as a more powerful
cause for the anger of Heaven than the extinc-
tion of the lamp, but as every one had shared in
the actual commission of this gross enormity,
they only hung their heads in apparently unaf-
fected contrition, and were too much absorbed
in reflections on the crime to inflict a punish-
ment on him who had been the cause of it, so
that the man escaped.
At noon the wind was still strong and con-
trary. Our soundings through the forenoon
were from five to three fathoms on a soft sandy
bottom, in which latter depth we tacked at about
two miles off a low and barren shore, and stood
totheN.N.W.
Two jerms heaving in sight to the eastward
soon closed with us, and as they were apparently
bound for Rosetta or Alexandria, I prepared a